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Topic of the Month — Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) August 2024

Welcome
At EC Safety Solutions, we are dedicated to ensuring your workplace is safe and compliant with the latest regulations.

This month, we focus on the essential topic of Portable Appliance Testing (PAT)
As always, we hope you find this newsletter useful and welcome any feedback you may have. We would also like to

encourage readers to actively contribute to the newsletter by providing company updates or by sharing your good news
stories or safety initiatives.

Why is PAT Important?
1.Safety First: PAT is to prevent electrical incidents and ensure

the safety of users. Faulty appliances can cause electric shocks,

= fires, and other hazards.
PAT T@Stll‘lg 2.Legal Compliance: Employers have a legal obligation to ensure

that electrical equipment is safe. Regular PAT testing helps meet

these legal requirements and avoid potential enforcement action.

OR ” 3. Minimi§e I..ost Time: Identifying and repairipg faulty equipment

before it fails can prevent unexpected downtime and ensure

smooth business operations.

4.Insurance Requirements: Many insurance companies require
PAT testing as part of their policy terms. Regular testing can
prevent issues with claims in the event of an accident.

Will your appliances
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Table 1 Suggested initial maintenance

What can you do to help

Combined inspection
and test

Equipment hire

Battery operated equipment | No No No
(less than 40 V)
Extra low voltage (less Mo No No

than 50 V ac), telephone
equipment, low-voltage desk
lights

Construction | 110V Yes, weekly Yes, monthly Yes, before first use on
equipment site then 3-monthly
230V Yes, daily/every shift Yes, weekly Yes, before first use on
equipment site then monthly
Fixed RCDs | Yes, daily/every shift Yes, weekly Yes, before first use

on site, then 3-monthly
(porable RCDs -
maonthly)
Equipment Yes, monthly Yes, 6-monthly Yes, before first use on
site offices site then yearly

Heavy industrial/high risk ‘Yes, daily Yes, weekly Yes, 6-12 months

of equipment damage (not

Light industrial Yes Yes, before initial use Yes, 6-12 months

then &-monthly

Office information technology | Mo Yes, 2-4 years No if double insulated,

rarely moved, eg deskiop otherwise up to 5 years

compglers. photocopiers, fax

Double insulated [@] (Class 1) | No 2-4 years No

equipment moved occasionally

(not hand-held), eg fans, table

lamps

Hand-held, double insulated E Yes Yes, 6 months — 1 year |No

(Class 1) equipment, eg some
cleaners, some kitchen

Is Portable Appliance Testing Compulsory? Earthed (Class I equipment, | Yes Ves, 6 months — 1 year | Ves, 1-2 years
ag electric ketfles, some floor

cleaners

Cables, leads and plugs Yes Yes, 6 months — 4 years | Yes, 1-5 years

No, The law simply requires an employer to ensure that their B depending ontype [ depending an the

leads and battery charging connected to connected to

electrical equipment is maintained in a safe condition in order to  |zauipment
prevent danger. It does not say how this should be done or how Do You Need To Test New Equipment

often. Having said that it is accepted that PAT can be an New equipment should be supplied in a safe condition
important part of an effective maintenance regime giving and not require a formal portable appliance inspection
employers confidence that they are doing what is necessary to or test. However, a simple visual check is

help them meet their legal duties and keep their staff and recommended to verify the item is not damaged.

premises safe from electrical failure.
EC Safety Solutions Updates:

. 42 x Construction site inspections

. 18 x Office compliance audits

. 7 x Emergency first aid courses

. 2 x Mental health first aid courses

. 35 x Face Fit Tests conducted

. 2 x Manual Handling courses

. 4 x new clients

In the News

. Recycling_company fined £3m after one man died
and another seriously injured

. £240,000 fine for company after fall left man
paralysed

. Council fined as school technician loses finger

. Charitable trust fined following_death of volunteer

. Engineering firm fined after employee sustains
serious injuries at HS2 site

. Ten HSE stories you might have missed this

summer .
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